
 
 

 

 

Looking into the future of the aviation industry and perspectives for cooperation 
between Russia and Canada 

On July 9, 2020, more than 50 entrepreneurs and experts got together during the 
round table organized by the Canada Eurasia Russia Business Association in a 
partnership with the Russian Trade Comissioner Service and discussed the status of 
the aviation industry in the world, the impact of this situation on international 
cooperation in the aviation industry and the perspectives of Russian-Canadian 
business cooperation in this area.  

Artem Vartanov, Director of Polish Airlines LOT in Eastern Europe, reported that 
the year 2020 will be marked as a very difficult year in the history of  passenger air 
transportation with cumulative losses of airlines estimated to be about $ 85 billion 
with 34 million jobs that are at risk. At the same time, he noted that there is a big 
increase in demand for air cargo transportation, and airlines specializing in this 
segment, in particular, the Russian Volga-Dnepr and the North Wind have already 
noted very positive economic indicators. Cargo charter airlines are also 
successfully operating, the demand for their services has grown significantly in the 
context of the pandemic. 

A prominent trend in the aviation industry is the release of new technologies to the 
market. As such, for Nolinor Quebec-based company, the pandemic was not 
considered to be an obstacle, but created an opportunity as the crisis freed up gates 
at the Montreal-Trudeau Airport. Since 2018, the Nolinor team has been working 
on the creation of a new airline, OWG, positioned in the tourism market, and 
already in June this year the company has officially announced its opening. Unlike 
many other airlines, OWG monitors its aircrafts in real time using sophisticated 
satellite communications systems. 

As the Canadian and Russian participants of the roundtable emphasized, although 
the sanctions "scared off" a number of companies from active cooperation with 
Russia in the aviation industry, a revision of the super-cautious approach towards 
expanding business contacts is being put in place. 
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Denis Baryshnikov, Volgatekhnoport General Director, presented the Ulyanovsk 
aviation cluster and noted the significant potential of Russian-Canadian business 
cooperation in aviation, due to the similarity of conditions for aviation in both 
countries: long distances, severe climatic conditions and low population density in 
most of the territory. In particular, Mr. Baryshnikov suggested a possibility of joint 
creation of the management of unmanned flights for big distances and unmanned 
aerial vehicles, for example, China-USA. 

Vitaly Stupitsky, Director of the Exhibition Department of the MAKS 
International Aviation and Space Salon, noted the long-standing traditions of 
Russian-Canadian cooperation in the aviation industry, stressing that Canadian 
businesses are  permanent participants in all MAKS’ events. 

Valery Maksimov, Trade Representative of Russia in Canada, informed the 
participants about the current state of the bilateral economic cooperation in the 
aerospace industry, which, although being affected by the sanctions and 
restrictions, continues to this day. Mr. Maksimov outlined the perspectives for 
cooperation between Russia and Canada in the following areas: manufacturing of 
helicopters and engines, avionics, as well as development of human resources and 
reduction of the cost of operating and maintaining aircrafts, especially in the harsh 
climatic conditions of the northern regions. 

Konstantine Barabash, Sales Director for Russia, CIS and Mongolia of the 
Canadian company Viking Air, spoke about one of their bilateral projects 
underway. We are talking about the localization of the production of the Canadian 
15-seater aircraft "DHC-6 Twin Otter Series 400" in the Primorsky Territory on 
the basis of "322 aircraft repair plant" and Arsenyevsky plant "Progress". Viking 
Air offered to discuss the possibility of using its technologies for the construction 
of landing strips for difficult weather conditions or on difficult terrain (gravel 
strips). 

Marika Tassoni, Aerospace Project Manager of Montreal International,  which is a 
non for profit public-private partnership that contributes to the internationalization 
of the business life of the Montreal metropolitan area, noted that this industry is 
one of the most important for the Greater Montreal area and  Montreal 
International is interested in expanding contacts with Russian companies. In her 
opinion, cooperation in the development of new products, for example, electric 
airships (dirigeable) and drones, as well as artificial intelligence, machine learning, 
cyber security and cyber resilience, could be areas of particular interest. 

The current situattion of bilateral cooperation in the field of avionics and the 
possibility of Russian companies entering the international aviation market with 
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electronic and electrical products were discussed by Elena Krivosheeva, Director 
of Sparrow Electronics based in  Montreal and General director of 
Volgatechnoport  Mr. Baryshnikov. 

At the end of the discussion, it was planned to hold a forum in the second half of 
2020 with presentations of specific commercial projects in the aviation industry. 
Within the framework of the forum, discussions will be held in the following areas: 
manufacturing of helicopters, engines and unmanned aerial vehicles, human 
resources development programs, technologies reducing the cost of operation and 
maintenance of aircraft, construction of electric airships for the transportation of 
heavy cargo, manufacturing of drones (including avionics), technologies for the 
construction of strips in remote areas and gravel strips, as well as artificial 
intelligence, machine learning, cybersecurity and cyber resilience. The 
matchmaking of projects will be arranged  by CERBA with the support of the 
Russian Trade Commisioner Office in Canada. 

CERBA will continue to organize the participation of Canadian companies in the 
International Aviation and Space Salon MAKS and in the upcoming trade show in 
July 2021 the Association will initiate a separate section on developments in the 
field of unmanned aircraft and will organize a demonstration of Canada's 
experience in using unmanned aerial vehicles. As for Russian companies, the 
Association plans to organize their participation in the annual Montreal Aerospace 
Week, traditionally held in April. 

 


