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Why Artificial 
Intelligence Giants 
are Heading North
to Montréal



YOSHUA BENGIO
a pioneer in deep learning

Federal & provincial support

to foster AI development

Montréal, a magnet

for AI talent

The recent explosion

of AI leaders

World-renowned accelerators

that foster AI development

A growing critical mass

of innovative companies

A unique interconnected

& collaborative ecosystem

A competitive place

to do business
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Dec. 2018

opens an 

AI office

A few of the world leaders developing their AI expertise in Montréal

Jan. 2017

acquires 

Maluuba and 

announces it

will hire 40 AI 

specialists

Sept. 2017

opens Facebook 

AI Research

headed by Joëlle 

Pineau, 

Associate 

Professor at 

McGill 

University 

Nov. 2017

RBC opens 

AI lab

March 2018

Techstars,

along with

Real Ventures 

announce the 

opening of a new 

AI accelerator

in Montréal

Sept. 2018

expands its lab 

to accommodate 

up to 60 

researchers

Nov. 2016

opens Google 

Brain Montréal 

headed by Hugo 

Larochelle

April 2017

opens an 

AI lab

Oct. 2017

opens its second 

international AI 

lab in Montréal

picks Montréal 

for new AI global 

hub

Jan. 2018

expands 

research lab 

and hires Geoff 

Gordon to be 

the lab’s new 

research 

director

Oct. 2018

opens an AI Centre 

and expands AI 

research presence in 

North America

First VC from Silicon 

Valley to open an 

office in Montréal

May 2018

creates an AI 

innovation 

centre – 60 

new jobs in 3 

years

Jan. 2019

opens an

AI innovation 

lab

June 2018

opens an

AI lab

April 2019

opens an AI 

lab

May 2019

launches

its global AI 

accelerator

June 2019

opens an 

AI lab

Other foreign companies flourishing in Greater Montréal

Nov. 2019

establishes

strategic

alliance with

Québec AI 

Institute Mila

Feb. 2020

announces

major 

expansion 

in Montréal
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YOSHUA BENGIO

One of the founders of the 

deep learning movement and 

winner of the prestigious 

Turing Award 2018

Head of the Montréal Institute 

for Learning Algorithms 

(MILA)

JOËLLE PINEAU

Co-director of the 

Reasoning and Learning 

lab at McGill University

Head of the Facebook AI 

Research lab in Montréal 

DOINA PRECUP

Co-director of the 

Reasoning and Learning 

lab at McGill University

Research Team Lead at 

DeepMind Montréal



01
Federal & provincial 
support to foster AI 
development
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Major public investment

$93.5M from the First Research

Excellence Fund (2016)

$100M over the next 5 years for the 

creation of a Québec AI cluster 

(2017)

$40M over the next 5 years for the 

creation of a Québec AI cluster 

(2017)

Montréal chosen as headquarters for SCALE AI,

the only Canadian AI cluster

$313M for Scale AI Supercluster

(2018) and for the development 

of AI talents (2019) 

$329M over the next 5 years to 

accelerate the adoption of AI 

in Québec (2019)

Mural painting representing Leonard Cohen © Tourisme Montréal – Madore – Daphné CARON
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A thriving AI hub in the Mile-Ex

 A spirit of collaboration  

Source: MILA, 2019

An upcoming

burgeoning

community of

3000+ 
talented individuals

specializing in AI

An upcoming

burgeoning

ecosystem of

5000+ 
professionals

connected

to MILA
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A centre of excellence in AI 
– Rapid growth in a Montréal technological hotspot

1,500
researchers in

the Mile-Ex
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A Deep and Growing Pool 
of Highly Qualified Talent
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Canada’s university capital

11
higher education

institutions
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Montréal has one of the 
deepest AI talent pools
in the world

300+
independent researchers,

mainly doctoral students

15,000
industry experts

11,000+
students enrolled

in AI-related programs

Montréal – voted best student city

in the Americas in 2019
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The Recent Explosion of 
AI Global Leaders
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Montréal attracts world class AI talent

Geoff Gordon,
previously one of the 

top professors at 

Carnegie Mellon 

University’s 

renowned machine 

learning department, 

left his post to lead 

Microsoft's AI 

research lab in 

Montréal.

Hugo Larochelle
is a recognized world 

leader in AI research. 

In November 2016, 

he left the Twitter AI 

research team in 

Cambridge to lead 

the Google Brain 

research group in 

Montréal.

Carolina 

Bessega
Award-winning 

professor and 

researcher in 

computational 

physics and 

astrophysics. With 

her extensive 

experience working 

in machine learning, 

she is Stradigi AI’s 

Chief Scientific 

Officer & Co-founder.
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Element AI, a company born in Montréal in 2016 and already a global 
leader

Montréal

Toronto

London

Singapore

Seoul

2019: + 450 employees in 5 locations

One of the world’s largest Series A funding rounds for an AI company 

“Bringing together the best in 

entrepreneurship, technology and 

academia to create an

AI-First World and elevate collective 

wisdom”
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The best AI accelerators and 
incubators in the world to 
help develop tomorrow's 
breakthroughs

McGill University
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Examples of Montréal companies using AI in various fields

IMAGIA: AI-driven personalized care. Diagnos: early detection of critical 
health issues through the use of AI.

wrnchAI: digitizing human motion and 
behaviour from standard video.

Arctic Fox AI: AI-assisted radiology for 
Alzheimer's and related dementias.

Algolux: using machine learning to 
empower cameras to see more clearly.

Myelin: Artificial Intelligence synthesis 
of ASD scientific data.

Automat: helping companies use AI to 
talk to their customers, understand them 
and serve them better.

Fluent.ai: personalized intent 
recognition that learns from speech, 
behavior and context, for command and 
control interfaces.

LANDR: machine learning audio 
production platform, offering audio 
creators a suite of tools to support the 
lifecycle of creation.

envision.ai: applies the science of deep 
learning to the art of visual media.

Via: helping energy companies across 
the globe realize the value of their data 
through AI and blockchain.

Lyrebird: developing a new generation 
of speech synthesis technologies using 
AI.
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AI Forum

May 22-24, 2019
c2montreal.com

Montréal AI Symposium

September 6th, 2019 
montrealaisymposium.com

AI4Good Conference and 

Hackathon - TechAide

June 7-9, 2019
techaidemontreal.org/ai4good-

conference-hackathon

RE-WORK Deep Learning 

Summit Montréal

October 24-25, 2019
re-work.co/events/deep-learning-

summit-montreal-2019 

AI Fest

July 9-13, 2019
startupfestival.com/aifest

World Summit AI

March 25-26, 2020
americas.worldsummit.ai

Leading upcoming AI events in Montréal
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At the forefront of AI for good 
initiatives 

 For ethical & responsible AI

 Research centres with AI for good initiatives

$100,000 RAISED FOR UNITED WAY 

CENTRAIDE BY OSMO FOUNDATION, GOOGLE 

BRAIN'S HUGO LAROCHELLE, AND THE 

TECHAIDE AI CONFERENCE.

Fostering a dialogue on the socially responsible 
use of AI and the development of social and 
environmental applications.
Montréal's AI4Good lab aims to get more women 
working in Artificial Intelligence and other events.

Directing AI towards the common good through 
humanistic and multidisciplinary studies and 
research.

Opened an office dedicated to AI for good.

December 4, 2018



Watch video on AI in Montréal

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LVXkISpbq2k


Montréal International, a single point of access to a series
of personalized, free and confidential services

Long-term 

strategic support

Economic data

and communication

services

Government

relations facilitation

Incentive programs

assistance

International 

recruiting missions

Foreign workers 

immigration

assistance



Montréal International

380 Saint-Antoine Street West

Suite 8000

Montréal, Québec  H2Y 3X7 

t +1 514-987-8191

www.montrealinternational.com

Contact us
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